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Serve the Lord with Joy

15t Reading - 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21
The Lord said to Elijah: ‘Go, you are to anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as prophet to succeed you.’
Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as he was ploughing behind twelve yoke of oxen, he himself
being with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left his oxen and ran after
Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my father and mother, then [ will follow you’ he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; for have I
done anything to you?’ Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He used the plough for
cooking the oxen, then gave to his men, who ate. He then rose, and followed Elijah and became his servant.

Serve the Lord with Joy

2nd Reading - Galatians 5:1, 13-18
When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of
slavery. My brothers, you were called, as you know, to liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will provide an
opening for self-indulgence. Serve one another, rather, in works of love, since the whole of the Law is summarised
in a single command: Love your neighbour as yourself. If you go snapping at each other and tearing each other to
pieces, you had better watch or you will destroy the whole community.

Gospel - Luke 9:11-17
As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road for Jerusalem and sent
messengers ahead of him. These set out, and they went into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, but
the people would not receive him because he was making for Jerusalem. Seeing this, the disciples James and John
said, ‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned and rebuked them, and
they went off to another village.
As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus
answered, ‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’
Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father first. But he answered, ‘Leave the
dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.’
Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’

ABORIGINAL MESSAGE STICK AT MASS

What is a message stick?

A message stick is a means of communication in Aboriginal culture. The message was inscribed on the stick and
“passed on” so that everyone could receive the same message. The message that accompanies the message
sticks in Catholic communities, is one of “love, hope, forgiveness and peace.” (Aunty Betty Pike)

This is why it accompanies the Gospel - to remind the congregation that the message of love, hope,
forgiveness and peace in the Gospel needs to be handed on.

An Aboriginal Message Stick Reception will be held in our Church as part of our 10:30 am Mass on Sunday, 7t
July, when the Catholic Church in Australia celebrates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday.

Do we have anyone in the Parish Community with Aboriginal connections who would be willing to be involved

in the liturgy?

Please contact us: Leon Raj (liturgy.stjudes@gmail.com) or Mary King (0438 644 435).

UDEANS:

The next Judean’s morning tea/lunch will

&
be held at Tosaria restaurant, 60 i )
Henderson Road, Rowville at 11.30a.m

on 2nd July. For further information ring @
Maureen on 9763 6463 or 0407879036. ~

Reflection by Dianne Bergant
Today we consider some of the personal difficulties we might have to face as disciples. First, there is no part-time
discipleship. Our commitment must be wholehearted and complete. We must have a willing attitude that frees us
interiorly from all other concerns so that we might be able to follow Christ regardless of our state in life or our
occupation. This attitude of commitment comes not merely from our own generosity of heart but from our having
been transformed into Christ through faith and baptism.
We may face conflicts when our various allegiances seem to clash. We may have family responsibilities. There are
children to raise, elderly parents or infirm relatives to care for. What does discipleship require of us? We all must
earn a living. Are we expected to leave our employment to follow Jesus? And if so, what then will we do? All
disciples must face the interior struggle caused by the conflict of legitimate responsibilities.
The freedom of which Paul speaks comes with genuine love. If, out of love, we can negotiate successfully these
conflicts caused by competing responsibilities, without compromising our total commitment to Christ, we will find
a new kind freedom. This is the freedom that enables us to be faithful to both sets of responsibilities according to
the proper priority. We will see that commitment to Christ is primary and the circumstances of our lives with the
accompanying responsibilities set the parameters within which we live out our commitment. It is not in
opposition with these responsibilities or despite them, but by means of or through them that we live out our
discipleship.

Parish/School Site Upgrade - Fences and Gates
In July, weather permitting, construction will
commence on new gates and fences for the property;
we are not replacing any current fences/gates. The
new fence will run right around the oval area and
gates will be put in both driveways either side of the
parish centre. During school hours these gates will be
locked, restricting all visitor access to the school via
the front office. After school hours, the gates will be
opened to ensure that the use of the parish/school
facilities is the same as it is now. These upgrades
were suggested many years ago and it is pleasing to
see them being put into action now in 2019. Primarily
the fences and gates will improve the security of the
site and further upgrades to CCTV and signage are
being considered. Thank you in advance for
supporting these improvements.

The Woolworth’s Earn and Learn sticker
promotion closes on June 25.

Thank you to all those parishioners who have
supported this promotion and given their
stickers in support of St Mary’s College for the
Deaf, Wantirna South. There is still time to
collect a few more and the box will remain in the
church foyer until after 6pm Mass on Sunday
June 30. Please drop off any stickers you have by
that date.

Again thank you for your support and an update
of how many stickers collected will be posted.

St Mary’s
College

’The more stickers ;

you earn, the
more kids learn

- Qs A

HEALING MASS AND ADORATION
“Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and [ will give you rest” Mathew 11:28
When: Friday 12t July at 7.00pm
Where: St Simons Parish, 2 Taylor’s Lane, Rowville
Celebrant: Fr Michale Payyapilly VC

Dear Brothers and Sisters - Come and See,
We would like to invite you to have a look at
handmade religious articles and souvenirs made by
the Sisters of Saint Elisabeth Convent (Belarus) which
with the kind permission of Father Longinus
Onyechesi to visit your parish on July 2 - 6.30pm
Mass.
The Sisterhood of Saint Elisabeth was founded in
1996. For more than 15 years our sisters have been
rendering spiritual, social and financial support to the
sick and the suffering at the National Psychiatric
Clinic, the boarding home for children with special
needs and mentally challenged adults, a TB clinic. It is
of great importance to give sick people spiritual
support and consolation.
In recent years a rehabilitation center for the
homeless, drug and alcohol addicts, ex-prisoners was
established 20 miles away from the Convent. About
160 residents live here today. Many lost and
struggling people get a chance to tackle their
problems and start a new life with God.

To help these people workshops were established on
the grounds of the Convent. Many of these sick people
have a possibility to express themselves in art for God
working together with the nuns and sisters and
making beautiful articles (hand painted icons, crosses,
crucifixes, woodcarvings, embroidered and ceramic
gifts, vestments).

All these goods are made with love and prayer and
bring blessing to home. You will support many people
in need by purchasing items of devotions for
yourselves and your beloved ones.

With love in Christ,

Sisters of St Elisabeth
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